Los Trancos Woods & Vista Verde
Newsletter – October/November 2016
Home Fire Safety Incentives Are Back
The Los Trancos/Vista Verde County Maintenance District advisory board has recently
approved funds for residents to increase their homes ignition resistance. Various actions and
items can be funded such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Installing a non-combustible roof
Replace house siding with non-combustible material
Retrofitting eave, gable and attic vents with ember resistant types
Non-combustible decking
Removal of dead trees posing a threat to life or property

Woodside Fire Protection District is conducting home fire safety inspections by appointment
on Oct. 7 & 8 and Oct. 28 & 29.
If you would like to receive a free home fire safety inspection and possibly utilize some of the
available funds, up to $4,000 per household, to improve your property’s resilience to wildfire
please call or email to set up your appointment at 851-1594 or dnannini@woodsidefire.org
Submitted by Denise Enea, Fire Marshall, Woodside Fire Protection District
Picnic Praises
The Los Trancos Woods (LTW) and Vista Verde (VV) Community picnic held in the Woods at
103 Ramona was a tremendous success! Attendance at 184 adults and 41 children was very
similar to previous years. This year 60% of the attendees were from LTW and 40% from
VV. For previous picnics held in VV, attendance numbers have been the reverse (60% VV; 40%
LTW). Despite concerns of limited parking, over 40 parking spaces that residents on Ramona,
Carmel Way, and Los Trancos Rd. volunteered went unclaimed. The numbers make a strong
case for rotating the location of the picnic from year to year.
Our thanks to Vicki McLaughlin for generously sharing her property with the community; Jessica
Koehne for leading the 2016 Picnic Committee and doing the lion's share of the work, along with
Amanda Koehne; Cara Pitera, Nancy Friere, Tom Bleir, and Julie Handley for providing critical
committee support; and day-of volunteers: Joan Barksdale, Tom Thayer, Richard Thurlow,
Cindy Russel, Bob and Nancy Neuer, Sonia Martinez, Yvonne Tryce, Eiri and Andrew Inenaga,
Catherine Woneis, Jeff Acker, Kari Paulson, Sukamol and Markus Jakobsson, Elizabeth de
Olivera, Gaja Frampton, Monica Nestor, David Smernoff, Evan Williams, Gloria de Felix, Charlie
Adams, and Bryan.
Submitted by Kim Acker, Past President of LTWCA
Note: See below for some fun photos of picnic revelry thanks to Cindy Russell.
A long time ago, in a Woods not too far, far away…(2nd installment)
When I first moved into Los Trancos Woods, before either Vista Verde or El Rey Road existed,
our neighborhood was so far out, up in the hills, along a very twisty road--that we never got
many door-to-door salesmen. The only ones who came were the Fuller Brush salesmen and
Jehovah's Witnesses, with something less tangible to "sell."

In those days many great characters lived here. My favorite was my uphill neighbor, Gerry, who
lived where the Slocums now live. Gerry had lived in the Woods for a long time, and had little
money at times. At the end of the month, if she ran out of money, the kids had nothing for their
school lunches. But Gerry was clever: she gave them candy to put in their lunch bags, to trade
with the rich Portola Valley kids for nourishing food. The PV kids in question were usually tired
of their healthy lunches, and happy to trade half a sandwich or other good items for the
candies.
But my favorite story about Gerry is how she drove out the Jehovah's Witnesses who seemed to
visit us every week. Gerry liked going around the house naked, doing her housework that
way. One day while naked as usual, she looked out her big front window and saw a male
Jehovah's Witness headed for her door. She smiled to herself, and headed for the door to await
his knock. When it came, she flung open the door, stark naked, grabbed him by both shoulders
and pushed him to his knees, saying loudly, "Amen, Brother, let us pray." That frightened man
took off running as fast as he could toward his car, and no Jehovah's Witnesses ever came up
this way again.
Gerry met and eventually married her then-neighbor Ray Irvine's tenant, Harris Monosoff. Gerry
sold her house, and they ended up moving to San Francisco.
Submitted by Autumn Stanley
Join the Tuesday Tramp
Every Tuesday a group of families walk Los Trancos Circle around 6:00 p.m. It is a wonderful
way to connect with neighbors each week. If you see us coming by, please join us. We do
have a large number of young children walking, biking, or scootering with us, so please be
especially careful driving on those evenings. As the evenings get shorter, our walks will get
earlier, and then eventually it will be walking with flashlights. If you are interested, please
contact me and we will put you on our text notification list. Other families include the
Juelsgaards, Richards, Leinfelders, Peters, Diez (welcome new neighbors!), and Jagodas, so
ask them about it as well. Hope to see you out there, and happy walking!
Submitted by Eiri Inenaga
Neighborhood Notes
- Sadly Don Ramsey, father of Samantha, Ian and Clayton, passed away recently. He was a
past President of the Vista Verde Community Association and many remember him as a
cheerful, fun loving person. He will be missed.
2016 Community Resource Guide Updates
If you have any changes or additions to your 2016 listing please contact Linda, 851-1787 or
dreynight@aol.com.
Community Associations’ Web Sites
The web site addresses are:
The group e-mail list is:
http://lostrancoswoods.org/
VistaVerdeLTW@yahoogroups.com
http://www.vistaverdepv.org
VistaVerdeCommunityAssoc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Thank you, Jerry Jensen & Rob Kalman for maintaining web sites

