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Los Trancos County Maintenance District - Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
The home hardening and defensible space rebate program, available to most Los Trancos Woods and Vista
Verde homeowners, has a new Fire Inspector to assist Fire Marshall Don Bullard with home inspections and
assessments. He is Michael Tamez who can be reached at mtamez@woodsidefire.org or 650-851-1594 to
schedule an assessment. As a reminder, the process consists of having the assessment done, getting preapproval for the work you choose, requesting reimbursement, and then getting a check for 50% of your cost
up to $5,000. Additional details will be provided via the community distribution list in the next few days.
Fire season is upon us. Now is a good time to schedule your assessment and take advantage of this robust
incentive program. Here is all you need to know to get on board: https://www.woodsidefire.org/prevention/
los-trancos-vista-verde-defensible-space
The curb replacement project on a portion of Los Trancos Road has been completed. The road is wider in
some areas and should be much more drivable with the lower curbs while also diverting rainwater
successfully.
We hope all stay healthy and happy. As always, please reach out to any of the CAC members with questions,
concerns or thoughts: Jerry Hearn, Ken Kormanak, Amanda Lee (Co-Chair), Claudia Mazzetti, David
Smernoff, Bill Tagg and Tom Thayer (Co- Chair)
Submitted by Amanda Lee and Tom Thayer, Co-Chairs of CAC
Go Green With Electric Heat Pumps!
Are you replacing your HVAC System or Water Heater, or possibly thinking of replacing? Here are excellent
alternatives, and they are green to boot. While transportation produces the most greenhouse gases, our
homes are also a source when burning natural gas for heating our air or water. When replacing your gas
based hot water heater or HVAC system at their end of life, consider going all electric with efficient heat
pump based systems.
Modern heat pump HVAC systems and water heaters extract heat from the air around them making them
much more efficient than older all electric options. When in heating mode, these systems work like an air
conditioner in reverse, extracting heat from the ambient air around your house or garage (even really cold
air) to heat the air or water in your home. As we continue to make our electric grid greener it means you
further reduce your own carbon footprint and help speed the transition to sustainable energy.
There are many options on the market today for these types of systems. Personally, we found that the
Mitsubishi HVAC system and Rheem water heater worked best for us. If you want to learn more about these
systems and our experiences with them feel free to reach out to peter.blum@gmail.com.
If you would like to see a photo of the heat pump water heater, click below:
https://photos.app.goo.gl/S4HjGJVz8hgV11M57
Submitted by Peter Blum
Editor’s Note: You can sign up for Peninsula Clean Energy and go completely green for your electricity, or
contact PG&E for their greener options for electricity.

Sudden Oak Death Update
The following information was gleaned from an online July meeting of COMTF (California Oak Mortality
Task Force).
48 million trees have been killed by Sudden Oak Death in California and Oregon. Current information
suggests that Phytophthora ramorum (SOD pathogen) infection is very dependent on temperature, and each
species seems to have their own temperature range when it is most susceptible to infection. Typically
infections would have shown up one year after a very rainy winter, however, they are now showing up in the
same year. Peak transmission months are rainy January, February, March, but late rains in May can also
cause transmission. They have discovered that most manzanitas can be infected by Phytophthora ramorum.
For research about preventing the spread of P. ramorum see CALPHYTOS.org.
Submitted by Linda Drey-Nightingale, SOD Task Force
The Graduates Thank you!
The high school and college graduates in our community want to thank the wonderful elves who made
creative “congratulations” chalk drawings and left Starbucks cups and gift cards on their doorsteps. It
brought tears to my eyes when I saw the excitement my son, Jimmy, had with this caring gesture! Other
parents expressed similar emotions about this recognition for their child in these unprecedented times. A
little birdy told me that the brain child of this project was Susan Strehlow, and her little elves were David
Smernoff, Amanda and Don Lee, Nancy Freire and Jan Avila. In fact, I caught Amanda and Don creating the
chalk drawing for Maddie, as she was coming down her driveway, and was able to capture it in the picture
below.
Thank you all for the outpouring of support! Congratulations as well, to all who may have been
inadvertently missed!

Submitted by Eiri Inenaga
Flags Flying in PV
How awesome was that? This past 4th of July, the Scouts BSA (formerly Boy Scouts of America) handed
out more than 250 American flags throughout PV, Woodside and La Honda in an effort to show unity for our
city and our country. We wanted to cover PV in red, white and blue. As our country has become more and
more divided, this was an opportunity for us, all of us, to celebrate our nation’s birth and to rally around our
symbol of the United States. Attached are some of the flags we saw flying around the neighborhood. Local
resident and Scout, Jimmy Inenaga had a great time passing out flags, meeting neighbors and hearing stories

about our city and our nation. It is amazing the richness and diversity in our town. Thanks to everyone that
participated and also, thanks to those that donated to the BSA. We definitely hope to see more flags flying
again on Labor Day, 7 September, whether it is one you received from us or your own, it is all good!
Submitted by Andrew Inenaga
Limerick, Schmimerick
In the process of families spending lots of time together, the creative juices start flowing, and this family has
taken up writing limericks around the dinner table. Thanks to the Mattos/Vorhies family for sharing.
There once was a a boy from Los Trancos.
He ate chicken encrusted with Pankos.
His mom feared he’d be thinner
Without finishing dinner
So more chicken was cooked in Los Trancos!

Editor Note: Please send me the results of your creative juices. We could all use uplifting in these times.
dreynight@aol.com
Neighborhood Notes
- Gene Hunner reports no rain for June and July. Hopefully we will resume rainfall data in October.

Community Associations’ Web Sites
Web site addresses are:
To subscribe to group e-mail lists:
http://lostrancoswoods.org/
vvltw+subscribe@groups.io
http://www.vistaverdepv.org
VistaVerdeCommunityAssoc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
Thank you, Jerry Jensen & Rob Kalman for maintaining web sites

